
08a 
ONONDAGA CAVE – Flowers We are Likely to Find 

(Blue Heron Trail + Part of Deer Run Trail + Oxbow Lake Shoreline) 

Week 8 (4th Week of May) 

 
 

 

 

BOTANICAL NAME 

(with genus pronunciation) 

FAMILY 

[CC] = Coefficient of Conservatism 

COMMON NAME 

  💮  = Flowering /  🍒  = Fruiting 

 
Acer rubrum 

(AY-sr) 

Sapindaceae 

[CC5] 
Red Maple 

 
Agrimonia pubescens 

(ag-grim-MO-nee-uh) 
Rosaceae 

[CC4] 
Downy Agrimony 

 
Agrimonia rostellata 

(ag-grim-MO-nee-uh) 
Rosaceae 

[CC4] 
Woodland Agrimony 

 
Allium canadense 

(AL-ee-um) 
Amaryllidaceae 

[CC2] 
Canada Onion  💮   

 
Ampelopsis cordata 

(am-pel-OP-sis) 
Vitaceae 

[CC3] 
Heartleaf Peppervine / Raccoon Grape   🍒  

(developing) 

 
Andersonglossum virginianum  

(an-dr-sun-GLOSS-um) 

Boraginaceae 

[CC6] 
Wild Comfrey  🍒   

 
Andropogon gerardi 

(an-dro-PO-gon) 
Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 
Big Bluestem / Turkeyfoot 

 
Apocynum cannabinum 

(uh-POSS-i-num) 

Apocynaceae 

[CC3] 
Dogbane  💮   

 
Aquilegia canadensis    

(ack-weh-LEE-jee-uh) 
Ranunculaceae 

[CC6] 
Red Columbine  💮   

 
Asclepias syriaca 

(uh-SKLEE-pee-us) 
Apocynaceae (Gentianales) 

[CC0] 
Common Milkweed  💮  (buds) 

 
Baptisia australis 

(bap-TIZZ-ee-uh) 
Fabaceae 

[CC8] 
Blue Wild Indigo  🍒   

 
Baptisia bracteata 

(bap-TIZZ-ee-uh) 

Fabaceae 

[CC7] 
Cream Wild Indigo  🍒   

 
Blephilia ciliata 

(bleh-FILL-ee-uh) 
Lamiaceae (Nepetoideae subfamily) 

[CC6] 
Downy Pagoda Plant  💮   

 
Broussonetia papyrifera 

(broo-so-NET-ee-uh) 
Moraceae 

[introduced] 
Paper Mulberry 

 
Callitriche heterophylla   

(kal-uh-TRICK-ee) 
Plantaginaceae 

[CC6] 
Large Water-Starwort 

 
Calycocarpum lyonii 

(kal-eh-ko-KARR-pum) 
Menispermaceae 

[CC7] 
Cupseed  💮   

 
Campsis radicans 

(KAMP-sis) 

Bignoniaceae 

[CC3] 
Trumpet Vine / Trumpet Creeper 

 
Carex grayi  

(CARE-x) 
Cyperaceae 

[CC7] 
Gray’s Sedge / Mace Sedge  🍒   

 
Carex hirsutella 

(CARE-ex) 
Cyperaceae 

[CC4] 
Hirsute Sedge / Fuzzy-Wuzzy Sedge  🍒   

 
Carex lurida 

(KAYR-ex) 
Cyperaceae 

[CC6] 
Sallow Sedge  🍒   

 
Carex vulpinoidea 

(CARE-ex) 
Cyperaceae 

[CC3] 
Fox Sedge  🍒   

 
Clematis versicolor 

(kleh-MATT-iss) 
Ranunculaceae 

[CC9] 
Pale Leatherflower  💮   

 
Cunila origanoides 

(KOO-nil-lah) 

Lamiaceae 

[CC6] 
Dittany 

 
Dalea candida 

(DAY-lee-uh) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily) 

[CC8] 
White Prairie Clover  💮  (buds) 

 
Desmodium rotundifolium 

(dez-MO-dee-um) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily) 

[CC6] 
Roundleaf Tick-Trefoil 

 
Dichanthelium boscii 

(dy-kan-THEE-lee-um) 
Poaceae 

[CC5] 
Bosc’s Panic Grass  💮   

 
Dichanthelium lanuginosum 

(dy-kan-THEE-lee-um) 
Poaceae 

[CC2] 
Woolly Panicgrass  💮   

 
 

 

Dioscorea villosa 

(dy-o-SKOR-ee-uh) 
Dioscoreaceae (Dioscoreales / 

Monocots) [CC5] 
Wild Yam 
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 
Diospyros virginiana 

(dee-OSS-pr-us) 

Ebenaceae 

[CC3] 
Persimmon Tree  💮   

 
Echinacea simulata 

(ek-in-NAY-shuh) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC7] 
Glade Coneflower (yellow pollen)  💮   

 
Erigeron strigosus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 

Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC3] 
Daisy Fleabane  💮   

 
Euphorbia dentata 

(yoo-FOR-bee-uh) 
Euphorbiaceae (Malpighiales) 

[CC0] 
Toothed Spurge / Green Poinsettia  💮   

 
Frangula caroliniana 

(FRANG-goo-luh) 

Rhamnaceae 

[CC6] 
Carolina Buckthorn / Indian Cherry  💮   

 
Galium circaezans 

(GAY-lee-um / sr-KAY-zanz) 

Rubiaceae 

[CC4] 
Licorice Bedstraw  💮   

 
Galium concinnum 

(GAY-lee-um) 

Rubiaceae 

[CC4] 
Shining Bedstraw  💮   

 
Galium triflorum 

(GAY-lee-um) 

Rubiaceae 

[CC4] 
Fragrant Bedstraw 

 
Geranium carolinianum 

(jr-RAY-nee-um) 
Geraniaceae 

[CC0] 
Carolina Geranium  💮   

 
Geum vernum 

(JEE-um) 
Rosaceae 

[CC3] 
Spring Avens  🍒   

 
Gillenia stipulata 

(gill-LEN-nee-uh) 
Rosaceae 

[CC5] 
American Ipecac 

 
Glandularia canadensis 

(gland-yoo-LAYR-ee-uh) 

Verbenaceae 

[CC5] 
Rose Verbena  💮   

 
Hibiscus lasiocarpos 

(hy-BISS-kuss) 
Malvaceae 

[CC5] 
Hairy-Fruited Rose Mallow 

 
Houstonia longifolia 

(hew-STO-nee-uh) 

Rubiaceae 

[CC5] 
Longleaf Bluet  💮   

 
Hydrangea arborescens 

(hy-DRAIN-jee-uh) 
Hydrangeaceae 

[CC7] 
Smooth Hydrangea  💮  (buds) 

 
Hydrophyllum appendiculatum 

(hy-dro-FILL-um) 
Boraginaceae (Boraginales) 

[CC6] 
Great Waterleaf / Woolen Breeches  💮   

 
Hydrophyllum canadense 

(hy-dro-FILL-um) 
Boraginaceae (Boraginales) 

[CC7] 
Broadleaf Waterleaf  💮   

 
Hylodesmum glutinosum 

(hy-lo-DEZZ-mum) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily) 

[CC3] 
Pointed-Leaf Tick Trefoil 

 
Impatiens pallida 

(im-PAY-shenz) 
Balsaminaceae 

[CC5] 
Yellow Jewelweed 

 
Iodanthus pinnatifidus 

(eye-o-DAN-thus) 
Brassicaceae 

[CC7] 
Purple Rocket  💮   

 
Iris pseudacorus 

(EYE-riss) 
Iridaceae 

[introduced] 
Yellow Iris  💮   

 
Juncus tenuis 

(JUNK-us) 
Juncaceae 

[CC0] 
Path Rush  💮   

 
Juniperus virginiana  

(joo-NIPP-pr-russ) 

Cupressaceae 

[CC2] 
Redcedar / Red Juniper 

 
Justicia americana (syn of Dianthera 

americana)   /  (jus-TISS-ee-uh) 
Acanthaceae 

[CC5] 
American Water-Willow  💮   

 
Krigia biflora 

(KRIGG-ee-uh) 

Asteraceae (Cichorieae tribe) 

[CC5] 
Two-Flowered Dwarf-Dandelion  💮   

 
Lactuca serriola 

(lack-TOO-kuh) 
Asteraceae (Cichorieae tribe) 

[introduced] 
Prickly Lettuce  

 
Lamium amplexicaule 

(LAY-mee-um) 
Lamiaceae 

[introduced] 
Henbit  💮   

 
Lepidium virginicum 

(leh-PIDD-ee-um) 
Brassicaceae 

[CC0] 
Virginia Pepperweed  🍒   

 
Leucanthemum vulgare 

(loo-KANN-thuh-mum) 

Asteraceae (Anthemideae tribe) 

[introduced] 
Oxeye Daisy  💮   

 
Lindera benzoin 

(lin-DEER-uh) 

Lauraceae 

[CC5] 
Spicebush 

 
Liparis liliifolia   

(LIP-pr-iss) 

Orchidaceae 

[CC7] 
Large Twayblade  💮  (found in 2025) 

 
Matelea decipiens 

(muh-TEE-lee-uh) 
Apocynaceae (Gentianales) 

[CC5] 
Climbing Milkweed  💮   

 
 

 

Menispermum canadense 

men-eh-SPERM-um 
Menispermaceae 

[CC4] 
Moonseed 
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 
Mirabilis albida 

(mr-ABB-eh-liss) 
Nyctaginaceae (Caryophyllales) 

[CC5] 
White O’Clock  💮   

 
Monarda bradburyana 

(mo-NARR-duh) 

Lamiaceae 

[CC5] 
Bradbury’s Beebalm  💮   

 
Myosotis scorpioides 

(my-o-SO-tis) 
Boraginaceae (Boraginales) 

[introduced] 
Water or True  Forget-Me-Not  💮   

 
Nabalus altissimus 

(NAB-uh-luss) 

Asteraceae (Cichorieae tribe) 

[CC5] 
Tall White Lettuce 

 
Oxalis dillenii 

(oks-AL-iss) 
Oxalidaceae 

[CC0] 
Slender Yellow Wood-Sorrel  💮   

 
Parthenium integrifolium 

(par-THEEN-ee-um) 
Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC6] 
Wild Quinine  💮   

 
Passiflora lutea 

(pass-i-FLOR-uh) 
Passifloraceae 

[CC4] 
Yellow Passionflower 

 
Penstemon pallidus 

(PENN-steh-mun) 

Plantaginaceae 

[CC5] 
Pale Beardtongue  💮  (spent) 

 
Plantago lanceolata 

(plan-TAY-go) 
Plantaginaceae 

[introduced] 
English Plantain  💮   

 
Plantago virginica 

(plan-TAY-go) 
Plantaginaceae 

[CC1] 
Hoary Plantain  💮   

 
Podophyllum peltatum 

(po-do-FILL-um) 

Berberidaceae 

[CC4] 
Mayapple  🍒   

 
Potentilla indica 

(po-ten-TILL-uh) 
Rosaceae 

[introduced] 
Mock Strawberry  💮  &  🍒   

 
Potentilla recta 

(po-ten-TILL-uh) 
Rosaceae 

[introduced] 
Sulfur Cinquefoil  💮   

 
Prunella vulgaris 

(pru-NELL-uh) 

Lamiaceae (Nepetoideae subfamily) 

[CC1] 
Self-Heal  💮   

 
Ptelia trifoliata  

(TEE-lee-uh) 
Rutaceae 

[CC5] 
Wafer Ash  💮   

 
Quercus marilandica 

(KWERK-us) 

Fagaceae 

[CC4] 
Blackjack Oak 

 
Rosa carolina 

(RO-zuh) 

Rosaceae 

[CC4] 
Carolina Rose  💮   

 
Rudbeckia hirta 

(rood-BECK-ee-uh) 
Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC1] 
Black-Eyed-Susan  💮  (bud) 

 
Rudbeckia laciniata 

(rood-BECK-ee-uh) 
Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC4] 
Cutleaf Coneflower / Goldenglow 

 
Ruellia pedunculata 

(roo-ELL-ee-uh) 
Acanthaceae 

[CC5] 
Stalked Wild Petunia  💮   

 
Ruellia strepens 

(roo-ELL-ee-uh) 
Acanthaceae 

[CC3] 
Smooth Wild Petunia  💮   

 
Sambucus canadensis 

(sam-BOO-kuss) 
Viburnaceae 

[CC2] 
Black Elderberry  💮   

 
Sanicula canadensis 

(suh-NICK-yoo-luh) 

Apiaceae 

[CC3] 
Black Snakeroot  🍒   

 
Sanicula odorata 

(suh-NICK-yoo-luh) 
Apiaceae 

[CC2] 
Clustered Black Snakeroot  🍒   

 
Sassafras albidum 

(SASS-uh-frass) 

Lauraceae 

[CC2] 
Sassafras  💮   

 
Sedum sarmentosum 

(SEE-dum) 
Crassulaceae 

[introduced] 
Stringy Stonecrop  💮   

 
Staphylea trifolia 

(staff-ill-LEE-uh) 
Staphyleaceae (Crossosomatales) 

[CC5] 
American Bladdernut  🍒   

 
Symphyotrichum anomalum 

(SIMM-fee-o-TRY-kum) 

Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC6] 
Manyray Aster 

 
Taraxacum officinale 

(tar-AX-uh-kum) 
Asteraceae (Cichorieae tribe) 

[introduced] 
Dandelion  💮   

 
Tephrosia virginiana 

(teff-RO-see-uh) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 
Goat’s Rue  💮   

 
Toxicodendron radicans 

(TOCK-see-ko-DEN-dron) 
Anacardiaceae (Sapindales) 

[CC1] 
Poison Ivy  💮   

 
Tradescantia ohiensis 

(trad-eh-SKANT-ee-uh) 

Commelinaceae 

[CC3] 
Ohio Spiderwort  💮   

 
 

 

Trifolium repens 

(try-FOH-lee-um) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily) 

[introduced] 
White Clover  💮   
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 
Triodanis perfoliata   

(try-o-DAY-niss) 

Campanulaceae 

[CC2] 
Clasping Venus’s Looking-Glass  💮   

 
Uvularia grandiflora 

(yoo-vyoo-LAYR-ee-uh) 
Colchicaceae 

[CC6] 
Largeflower Bellwort  🍒   

 
Vaccinium pallidum 

(vack-SINN-ee-um) 

Ericaceae 

[CC4] 
Lowbush Blueberry  🍒  (developing) 

 
Verbena simplex 

(vr-BEE-nuh) 

Verbenaceae 

[CC3] 
Narrowleaf Verbena  💮   

 
Viola palmata 

(vy-O-luh) 

Violaceae 

[CC5] 
Tri-Lobed Violet 

 
Xanthium strumarium 

(ZANN-thee-um) 
Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC0] 
Cocklebur 
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Ferns we are likely to find: 

 

 
Asplenium platyneuron 

(uh-SPLEE-nee-um) 

Aspleniaceae 

[CC4] 
Ebony Spleenwort 

 
Botrypus virginianus   

(bo-TRY-pus) 

Ophioglossaceae 

[CC4] 
Rattlesnake Fern 

 
Cystopteris tennesseensis 

(sis-STOP-tr-riss) 

Cystopteridaceae 

[CC8] 
Tennessee Bladderfern 

 
Myriopteris gracilis  

(meer-ee-OPP-tr-riss) 
Pteridaceae 

[CC8] 
Slender Hairy Lipfern 

 
Pellaea atropurpurea 

(pell-EE-uh) 

Pteridaceae 

[CC7] 
Purple Cliffbrake 

 
Polystichum acrostichoides 

(po-LISS-tick-um) 

Dryopteridaceae 

[CC5] 
Christmas Fern 

 
Pteridium aquilinum 

(tr-RIDD-ee-um) 

Dennstaedtiaceae 

[CC4] 
Bracken Fern / Eagle Fern 

 
Woodsia obtusa    

(WOOD-see-uh) 
Woodsiaceae 

[CC5] 
Bluntlobe Cliff Fern 
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