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What? No Species List?  Nope.  We usually don’t make species lists for our winter hikes because 

most plants are dormant.  Trying to determine the species of a dormant plant from its dried-up 

remains is not always reliable.  It serves little purpose to create unreliable species lists. 

So, we’ll just give an overview of things that happened on our walk today. 

 

 

We met in the parking lot near the new Whimsical Woods area at the end of Henry Jackson Road.  That’s where the 

Governor Bates Trail begins.  We walked the entire trail, making a big 2-mile loop out of it by cutting through the park 

and walking back along Henry Jackson Road.   

 

For February, it was a surprisingly warm day.  Here are a few of the observations and topics that popped-up during our 

walk: 

• There are some massive Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) trees along this trail 

• We found some Adam & Eve / Puttyroot (Aplectrum hyemale) orchids 

• After finding some Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata) trees, we got into a discussion about the bats that roost under 

the bark during the summer.  The endangered “Indiana Bat” was notably mentioned because it uses these trees for 

maternity colonies.  Also mentioned was our more common “Eastern Red Bat” and several other species. 

• John noticed some Waterleaf plants that were emerging, but it was too early to identify them to species.  St. Louis 

has 3 species of Hydrophyllum.  In our previous walk along this trail (May, 2024) we identified 2 different species 

(Hydrophyllum appendiculatum and Hydrophyllum canadense).   

• We couldn’t find our Glade Fern (Homalosorus pycnocarpos).  It’s a C10 plant.  We found it the last time we 

were here.  But it’s a deciduous fern, so it’s evidently too hard to spot in winter.  

• We found quite a few grasslike Spring Beauty leaves (Claytonia virginica), giving us hope that winter will soon 

be leaving us. 

• It’s always a pleasant surprise to find the C9 plant “White Bear Sedge” (Carex albursina) with its wide leaves. 

• We thought we had identified some newly-emerged tender leaves of “Dutchman’s Breeches” (Dicentra 

cucullaria), but later realized that they might also be from one of our Fumewort (Corydalis) species.  

• Somebody presented John with what looked like an old “Chinkapin Oak” leaf (Quercus muehlenbergii), but John 

explained that it was instead a “Sawtooth Oak” leaf (Quercus acutissima).  The biggest difference between the 

leaves of the 2 species are the teeth.  The Sawtooth Oak is in the “Red Oak” section, so its leaves have bristle-

tipped teeth.  The Chinkapin Oak is in the “White Oak” section, so its leaves have more rounded teeth without 

bristles. 

• We all pretty-much knew that buds of the Basswood (Tilia americana) are reddish.  But John pointed-out another 

feature.  The terminal bud is off-centered – cockeyed – like a boxer’s glove. 

• As Thornhill Estates Road neared the Butterfly House, we found a Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles) shrub.  It’s 

not native, but still an interesting member of the Rose family. 

• Every time we come here, we always conclude our walk at the big European Horsechestnut tree (Aesculus 

hippocastanum).   

• We were already in the parking lot when Alex appeared.  He had arrived late and wasn’t able to find us.  But he 

had gone off exploring on his own and was able to lead us to a Magnolia tree under which was a brilliant yellow 

patch of Winter Aconite plants (Eranthis hyemalis).  They’re not native, but (except for the Witchhazel) they were 

the only flowers most of us had seen for months.  So our walk ended on a high note for sure! 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

There were 20 of us botanists today, who are (in alphabetical order): 

Brenda Adams, April Anderson, Prem Barton, Kathy Bildner, Steve Bizub, Tina Cheung with Keith Woodyard,  

Wayne Clark, Sally Fabbri, HD Key, Michael Laschober, Alex Long, Burt Noll, John Oliver, David Steinmeyer, 

Kathy Thiele, Mark and Deb Tolcou, George Van Brunt, and Laura Yates. 


