July 28, 2025

Lower Meramec Park

BOTANICAL NAME
(with genus pronunciation)

FAMILY
[CC] = Coefticient of Conservatism

COMMON NAME
& = Flowering / & = Fruiting

Lespedeza cuneata
(less-peh-DEE-zuh)

Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily)
[intro]

Invasive Bush-Clover (not yet)

Mazus pumilus

Mazaceae (Lamiales)

Japanese Mazus &

- 1(4[:3_ :Sgundo [Séféii‘]daceae Boxelder

O qulllz;s_?;zsssu_l;izglatum [Acliég}ataceae / Alismatales order Water Plantain @ (buds)

O ?afrnn.lz_gleﬂg_ (S)li; _CS(IJ: )data ?’Citcagﬁ’ae Heartleaf Peppervine / Raccoon Grape 9
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O ﬁiﬁpi'ﬁﬁayafﬁi‘i"“ %fcnf]anulaceae Tall Bellflower &8

O ((iélZle IZJS- S’”iésli_w”s ][B(i:gctg(]niaceae Trumpet Vine / Trumpet Creeper €
O %{:?Eg_’;:l)ﬂ [ng%aceae Gray’s Sedge or Mace Sedge &®
O (Cse]étisL l_czie:sz')gata [Ccagze]lbaceae / Rosales Sugarberry

0 g{iﬁr?slilzif;iﬁgim [Cé)glslilelinaceae Virginia Dayflower (not yet)

O ggggfnii:st;ﬂmondﬁ [Cé)é‘gaiceae Roughleaf Dogwood &¥

O gletz%/g%i ;;_rﬁglaﬂa ][Egér;a]lceae | | Persimmon Tree

- (Eé]L,;,ffl ;f;iiz;;us fgécse]ae (Pooideae subfamily) Virginia Wild Rye &

0 (Eyb;(gz_zorrll\t;li .Zﬁ:lens? Eﬁiﬁggﬁggg? Wintercreeper &

O (C;l]ee;}fOKmOcE l_lrena;e]:’;lcea Eii?(l)ilcuecaeed] Ground Ivy / Creeping Charlie
O 35626{ gic;il)ua ,[!\ngisgoliaceae Possumhaw / Deciduous Holly
- %%;m [ng?lwlaceae Wild Sweet Potato
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(MAY-zus) [introduced]

Z:;lfiifg ’;E’IZ &‘iﬁﬁqdense ][\é[:ecnﬁpermaceae Moonseed &®

Nekemias arborea Vitaceae Peppervine €9
(neh-KEE-mee-us) [CCT]

miitjscst)a E)ngi)i]daceae Yellow Wood-Sorrel &
é;er’:il:i’;fl\( llz’féfﬁf) E(;B/f]onaceae Long-Bristled Smartweed &
é;thl_clzul}clz)nceolata (Lippia) E’gggﬁinaceae Frog Fruit &
(oK T et 8

g)iiffl] egirg_ﬁl)a Fcrtcliﬁceae Clearweed @ (buds)
é;ooggl:i) gf[lﬂlils) [Siiltircoa(;:lf::d] White Poplar / Silver Poplar



https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Justin-Thomas-5/publication/275716649_Ecological_Checklist_of_the_Missouri_Flora/links/55457fb60cf234bdb21d6783/Ecological-Checklist-of-the-Missouri-Flora.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acer_negundo
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=alsu
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ampelopsis_cordata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Apocynum_cannabinum_page.html
https://www.missouriplants.com/Arisaema_dracontium_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Boehmeria_cylindrica_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Campanula_americana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Campsis_radicans_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Carex_grayi_page.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtis_laevigata
http://www.missouriplants.com/Commelina_virginica_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Cornus_drummondii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Diospyros_virginiana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Elymus_virginicus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Euonymus_fortunei_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Glechoma_hederacea_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ilex_decidua_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ipomoea_pandurata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Laportea_canadensis_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Lespedeza_cuneata_page.html
https://www.missouriplants.com/Mazus_pumilus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Menispermum_canadense_page.html
https://www.missouriplants.com/Ampelopsis_arborea_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Oxalis_stricta_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Persicaria_longiseta_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Lippia_lanceolata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Phytolacca_americana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pilea_pumila_page.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populus_alba

Wisteria frutescens
(wis-STEER-ee-uh)

Fabaceae (Faboideae subfamily)
[CC4]

Pyrus callervana Rosaceae

- (PY-rus) [introduced] Callery Pear &»

0 irfﬂ{ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ_ﬁﬁ:l)aha .[Acs(tjeg?ceae (Millerieae tribe) Yellow Bearsfoot (not yet)

0 fgnl\z/ﬁz(x_lﬁgnozdes [S.hispida] [Séncllz,a]caceae (Liliaceae) Bristly Greenbrier g9

O ‘éﬁ?ﬁi’giﬁfﬂ;nense [Sggr)l]a ceac Carolina Horsenettle / Evil Tomato &
Spermacoce glabra Rubiaceae

O (sperm-a-KOH-see) [CC5] Smooth False Buttonweed €8

0 fstcrzrczsz _f{eenepéz)[olza {dcaglﬁceae (Lamioideae subfamily) Smooth Hedge Nettle @
Teucrium canadense Lamiaceae (Ajugoideae subfamily)

O | (100-kree-um) [CC2] Germander &

0 Toxicodendron radicans Anacardiaceae Poison Ivy &»
(TOCK-see-ko-DEN-dron) [CCl] oison vy
Verbena urticifolia Verbenaceae .

O (vi-BEE-nuh) [cc2] White Verbena &
Vernonia baldwinii Asteraceae (Vernonieae tribe)

O (vi-NO-nee-uh) [cc2] Western Ironweed &
Vitis vulpina Vitaceae

O (VYtis) [CCs) Frost Grape &%

O

American Wisteria ¢ (developing)

NOTES

WHERE WE WALKED: Although we felt quite comfortable with a morning breeze from the Meramec River next to us,
technically St. Louis was under an Excessive Heat Warning. So we played it safe by making this a short walk. We
walked along the Meramec Greenway Trail as far as the Smallanthus uvedalia (Yellow Bearsfoot) plants with their large
leaves. Then we turned around and headed back, making a short (but worthwhile) side trip to visit the nearby Nekemias
and the Mazus plants on the Tall Timbers Trail.

SHORT OBSERVATIONS:

We got the chance to compare several non-Vitis members of the Vitaceae to see if their vines produced tendrils in
the same pattern as the Vitis (grapes) genus. John observed that Grape tendrils tend to form along the stem
opposite the leaves, but only from 2/3 of the nodes. They form in a “YES-YES-NO” sequence, where every 3™
node has a leaf without an accompanying tendril. Ours was just a casual comparison and we were not rigorous,
however it seems that the 2/3 pattern is not as consistent among the non-Vitis plants as it is among the grapes.
We got the chance to compare side-by-side the hairiness of a Wintercreeper vine with the hairiness of a Poison
Ivy vine which were climbing up the same tree together. “Hairy vine? No friend of mine!”

We found a couple of Ash trees dying from Emerald Ash Borer damage. One of them (a Green Ash) had put out
a side shoot which somebody in our group (sorry, don’t remember who) described as “screaming for help”.

We were a bit mesmerized by the red coloration of Nekemias’ new growth.

We were lucky to have Ted with us to teach us about the insects that we found along the way.

PARTICIPANTS:

There were 8 of us botanists today, who are (in alphabetical order):
Prem Barton, Steve Bizub, Jerry Castillon, Michael Laschober, Ted MacRae, John Oliver, Mark Tolcou, and
George Van Brunt.


http://www.missouriplants.com/Pyrus_calleryana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Smallanthus_uvedalia_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Smilax_hispida_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Solanum_carolinense_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Spermacoce_glabra_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Stachys_tenuifolia_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Teucrium_canadense_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Toxicodendron_radicans_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Verbena_urticifolia_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Vernonia_baldwinii_page.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitis_vulpina
https://www.missouriplants.com/Wisteria_frutescens_page.html

