
16a 
McDONNELL PRAIRIE - GRASSES WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE 

Week 16 (3rd Week of July) 

 

GRASSES: 

Since our Topic-of-the-Week is “Grasses”, we’ll first list the grasses separately:  

 
 

 

 

BOTANICAL NAME 

(with genus pronunciation) 

FAMILY (with Subfamily) 

[CC] = Coefficient of Conservatism 
COMMON NAME 

 
Agrostis gigantea 

(uh-GROS-tiss) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[intro] 
Redtop  

 
Andropogon gerardi 

(an-dro-PO-gon) 

Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 
Big Bluestem, Turkeyfoot 

 
Bromus inermis 

(BRO-mus) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[intro] 
Smooth Brome  

 
Chasmanthium latifolium 

(kazz-MAN-thee-um) 

Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[CC4] 
River Oats 

 
Cinna arundinacea 

(SINN-uh) 
Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[CC7] 
Sweet Wood-Reed 

 
Dactylis glomerata 

(DACK-till-iss) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[intro] 
Orchardgrass 

 
Elymus canadensis 

(ELL-eh-muss) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 
Canada Wildrye 

 
Elymus hystrix 

(ELL-uh-muss) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[CC4] 
Bottlebrush Wild Rye 

 
Elymus virginicus 

(ELL-uh-muss) 

Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[CC7] 
Virginia Wild Rye 

 
Microstegium vimineum 

(my-kro-STEE-jee-um) 
Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[intro] 
Japanese Stiltgrass 

 
Muhlenbergia schreberi 

(myoo-len-BRR-jee-uh) 
Poaceae (Chloridoideae subfamily) 

[CC0] 
Nimblewill 

 
Panicum virgatum 

(PANN-i-kum) 

Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[CC4] 
Switchgrass 

 
Tridens flavus 

(TRY-denz) 

Poaceae (Chloridoideae subfamily) 

[CC1] 
Purpletop Tridens or Greasegrass  

 
Tripsacum dactyloides 

(TRIP-seh-kum) 

Poaceae (Panicoideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 
Eastern Gamagrass 

 

 

 

16b 
McDONNELL PRAIRIE - FLOWERS WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE 

Week 16 (3rd Week of July) 

 

NON-GRASSES: 

 
 

 

 

BOTANICAL NAME 

(with genus pronunciation) 

FAMILY 

[CC] = Coefficient of Conservatism 

COMMON NAME 

(with stage of flower) 

 
Ageratina altissima 

(AJ-jr-uh-TEE-nuh) 

Asteraceae (Eupatorieae tribe) 

[CC2] 

White Snakeroot 

(flower) 

 
Ampelopsis cordata 

(am-pel-OP-sis) 

Vitaceae 

[CC3] 

Raccoon Grape, Heartleaf Peppervine 

(fruit) 

 
Apocynum cannabinum 

(uh-POSS-i-num) 

Apocynaceae 

[CC3] 

Dogbane 

(fruit) 

 
Arnoglossum atriplicifolium 

(awr-no-GLOSS-um) 

Asteraceae (Senecioneae tribe) 

[CC4] 

Pale Indian Plantain 

(bud) 

 
Asclepias syriaca 

(uh-SKLEE-pee-us) 

Apocynaceae 

[CC0] 

Common Milkweed 

(fruit) 

 
Baptisia alba 

(bap-TIZZ-ee-uh) 
Fabaceae 

[CC6] 

White Wild Indigo 

(fruit) 

https://stlns.org/coefficient-of-conservatism/
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/redtop
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/big-bluestem
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/smooth-brome
http://www.missouriplants.com/Chasmanthium_latifolium_page.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/grasses/plants/st_wdreed.htm
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/orchard-grass
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/canada-wild-rye
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/bottlebrush-grass
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/virginia-wild-rye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microstegium_vimineum
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/grasses/plants/nimblewill.htm
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/switchgrass
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/grass-sedge-rush/purpletop
http://www.missouriplants.com/Tripsacum_dactyloides_page.html
https://stlns.org/coefficient-of-conservatism/
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ageratina_altissima_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ampelopsis_cordata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Apocynum_cannabinum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Arnoglossum_atriplicifolium_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Asclepias_syriaca_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Baptisia_alba_page.html


 
Campanula americana 

(kam-PAN-yoo-luh) 

Campanulaceae 

[CC4] 

Tall Bellflower 

(flower) 

 
Carya illinoinensis 

(KAYR-ee-uh) 
Juglandaceae 

[CC7] 

Pecan Hickory 

(fruit) 

 
Chamaecrista fasciculata 

(kam-ee-KRISS-tuh) 

Fabaceae (Caesalpinioideae subfam) 

[CC2] 

Partridge Pea 

(flower) 

 
Cornus drummondii 

(KOR-nuss) 

Cornaceae 

[CC2] 

Roughleaf Dogwood  

(fruit) 

 
Daucus carota 

(DOW-kuss) 

Apiaceae 

[intro] 

Wild Carrot / Queen Anne’s Lace / 

(flower) 

 
Diospyros virginiana 

(dee-OSS-pr-us) 
Ebenaceae 

[CC3] 

Persimmon Tree 

(fruit) 

 
Echinacea purpurea 

(eck-in-AY-see-uh) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC5] 

Purple Coneflower 

(flower) 

 
Erigeron annuus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 

Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC1] 

Annual Fleabane 

(flower) 

 
Eryngium yuccifolium 

(er-RIN-jee-um) 

Apiaceae (Apioideae subfamily) 

[CC8] 

Rattlesnake Master 

(flower) 

 
Eutrochium purpureum 

(yoo-TRO-kee-um) 

Asteraceae (Eupatorieae tribe) 

[CC6] 

Sweet (or Purple) Joe Pye Weed 

(bud, flower) 

 
Geum canadense 

(JEE-um) 

Rosaceae 

[CC2] 

White Avens 

(fruit) 

 
Hackelia virginiana 

(hack-KEE-lee-uh) 
Boraginaceae 

[CC3] 

Stickseed 

(flower, fruit) 

 
Heliopsis helianthoides 

(hee-lee-OPP-sis) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC5] 

Ox-Eye Sunflower, False Sunflower 

(flower) 

 
Hibiscus lasiocarpos 

(hy-BISS-kuss) 

Malvaceae 

[CC5] 

Hairy-Fruited Rose Mallow 

(bud) 

 
Juglans nigra 

(JUG-lanz) 
Juglandaceae 

[CC4] 

Black Walnut 

(fruit) 

 
Liatris pycnostachya 

(LY-a-triss) 

Asteraceae (Eupatorieae tribe) 

[CC6] 

Prairie Blazing Star 

(flower) 

 
Mimulus alatus 

(MIMM-yoo-lus) 
Phrymaceae 

[CC5] 

Sharpwing Monkeyflower 

(flower) 

 
Monarda fistulosa 

(mo-NARR-duh) 

Lamiaceae 

[CC4] 

Wild Bergamot 

(flower, fruit) 

 
Penstemon digitalis 

(PENN-steh-mun) 

Plantaginaceae 

[CC3] 

Foxglove Beardtongue 

(fruit) 

 
Persicaria punctata 

(pr-si-KAYR-ee-uh) 
Polygonaceae 

[CC3] 

Dotted Smartweed 

(fruit) 

 
Persicaria virginiana 

(pr-si-KAYR-ee-uh) 
Polygonaceae 

[CC1] 

Jumpseed / Virginia Knotweed 

(fruit) 

 
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium 

(pik-NANN-thuh-mum) 

Lamiaceae (Nepetoideae subfamily) 

[CC4] 

Narrowleaf Mountainmint 

(flower) 

 
Ratibida pinnata 

(ruh-TIBB-i-duh) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC4] 

Gray-Headed Coneflower 

(flower) 

 
Rudbeckia triloba 

(rood-BECK-ee-uh) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC3] 

Brown-Eyed Susan 

(flower) 

 
Sambucus canadensis 

(sam-BOO-kuss) 

Adoxaceae 

[CC2] 

Black Elderberry 

(fruit) 

 
Scutellaria incana 

(skoo-teh-LAYR-ee-uh) 

Lamiaceae (Scutellarioideae subfamily) 

[CC5] 

Downy Skullcap 

(flower) 

 
Securigera varia 

(see-kr-RIJJ-er-uh) 

Fabaceae 

[intro] 

Crown Vetch 

(flower) 

 
Senna marilandica 

(SENN-uh) 

Fabaceae (Caesalpinioideae subfam) 

[CC4] 

Maryland Senna 

(bud) 

 
Silphium integrifolium 

(SILL-fee-um) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC4] 

Rosinweed 

(flower) 

 
Silphium perfoliatum 

(SILL-fee-um) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC3] 

Cup Plant 

(flower) 

 
Solanum carolinense 

(so-LAY-num) 
Solanaceae 

[CC0] 

Carolina Horsenettle / Evil Tomato 

(flower) 

 
Teucrium canadense 

(TOO-kree-um) 

Lamiaceae (Ajugoideae subfamily) 

[CC2] 

Germander 

(flower) 

 
Verbena urticifolia 

(vr-BEE-nuh) 
Verbenaceae 

[CC2] 

White Verbena 

(flower, fruit) 

 

http://www.missouriplants.com/Campanula_americana_page.html
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/carya-illinoinensis/
http://www.missouriplants.com/Chamaecrista_fasciculata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Cornus_drummondii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Daucus_carota_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Diospyros_virginiana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Echinacea_purpurea_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Erigeron_annuus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Eryngium_yuccifolium_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Eutrochium_purpureum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Geum_canadense_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Hackelia_virginiana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Heliopsis_helianthoides_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Hibiscus_lasiocarpos_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Juglans_nigra_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Liatris_pycnostachya_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Mimulus_alatus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Monarda_fistulosa_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Penstemon_digitalis_page.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/plants/water_smartweed.htm
http://www.missouriplants.com/Persicaria_virginiana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pycnanthemum_tenuifolium_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ratibida_pinnata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Rudbeckia_triloba_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Sambucus_canadensis_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Scutellaria_incana_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Securigera_varia_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Senna_marilandica_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Silphium_integrifolium_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Silphium_perfoliatum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Solanum_carolinense_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Teucrium_canadense_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Verbena_urticifolia_page.html


 
Vernonia missurica 

(vr-NO-nee-uh) 

Asteraceae (Vernonieae tribe) 

[CC5] 

Missouri Ironweed 

(flower) 
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http://www.missouriplants.com/Vernonia_missurica_page.html

