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ELLIS ISLAND – FLOWERS WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE 

Week 6 (2nd Week of May) 

 
 

 

 

BOTANICAL NAME  

(with genus pronunciation) 

FAMILY 

[CC] = Coefficient of Conservatism 

COMMON NAME 

(with stage of flower) 

 
Alopecurus carolinianus  () 

(al-lo-PECK-r-us) 
Poaceae (Pooideae subfamily) 

[CC0] 

Carolina Foxtail 

(flower) 

 
Amorpha fruticosa 

(a-MOR-fuh) 

Fabaceae 

[CC6] 

False Indigo Bush 

(flower) 

 
Apocynum cannabinum 

(uh-POSS-i-num) 
Apocynaceae 

[CC3] 

Dogbane 

(flower) 

 
Capsella bursa-pastoris 

(cap-SELL-uh) 
Brassicaceae 

[intro] 

Shepherd’s Purse 

(fruit) 

 
Carduus nutans  

(KAR-doos) 
Asteraceae (Cardueae tribe) 

[intro] 

Musk Thistle, Nodding Thistle 

(opening flower) 

 
Coreopsis lanceolata 

(kor-ee-OPP-sis) 
Asteraceae (Coreopsideae tribe) 

[CC5] 

Lanceleaf Coreopsis 

(flower) 

 
Cornus drummondii 

(KOR-nuss) 
Cornaceae 

[CC2] 

Roughleaf Dogwood  

(flower) 

 
Descurainia pinnata 

(des-kr-AY-nee-uh) 

Brassicaceae 

[CC2] 

Western Tansymustard 

(fruit) 

 
Ellisia nyctelea 

(eh-LISS-ee-uh)  

Boraginaceae 

[CC1] 

Aunt Lucy 

(fruit, maybe flower) 

 
Erigeron annuus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 
Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC1] 

Annual Fleabane 

(bud) 

 
Erigeron philadelphicus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 
Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC3] 

Philadelphia Fleabane 

(flower) 

 
Geranium carolinianum 

(jr-RAY-nee-um) 

Geraniaceae 

[CC0] 

Carolina Geranium 

(flower) 

 
Lepidium virginicum 

(leh-PIDD-ee-um) 

Brassicaceae 

[CC0] 

Virginia Peppercress 

(flower, fruit) 

 
Lonicera maackii 

(lo-NISS-r-uh) 

Caprifoliaceae 

[intro] 

Bush Honeysuckle 

(flower) 

 
Melilotus officinalis 

(mell-ih-LOH-tus) 
Fabaceae 

[intro] 

Yellow Sweet Clover 

(flower) 

 
Morus alba 

(MOHR-us) 

Moraceae 

[intro] 

White Mulberry 

(fruit) 

 
Oenothera laciniata 

(ee-no-THEER-uh) 
Onagraceae 

[CC1] 

Cutleaf Evening Primrose 

(flower) 

 
Oxalis dillenii 

(oks-AL-iss) 

Oxalidaceae 

[CC0] 

Yellow Wood-Sorrel 

(flower) 

 
Packera glabella 

(PACK-r-uh) 

Asteraceae 

[CC1] 

Butterweed 

(flower) 

 
Plantago virginica 

(plan-TAY-go) 

Plantaginaceae 

[CC1] 

Virginia Plantain 

(flower) 

 
Populus deltoides 

(POP-yoo-lus) 

Salicaceae 

[CC2] 

Eastern Cottonwood 

(fruit) 

 
Rorippa palustris 

(ror-RIPP-uh) 
Brassicaceae 

[CC2] 

Marsh Yellowcress 

(flower) 

 
Rubus flagellaris 

(ROO-bus) 
Rosaceae 

[CC3] 

Common Dewberry 

(flower) 

 
Rumex altissimus 

(ROO-mex) 

Polygonaceae 

[CC2] 

Tall Dock 

(flower) 

 
Salix nigra 

(SAY-licks) 

Salicaceae 

[CC3] 

Black Willow 

(fruit) 

 
Silene antirrhina 

(sy-LEE-nee) 
Caryophyllaceae 

[CC2] 

Sleepy Catchfly 

(flower) 

 
Thlaspi arvense 
(THLAS-pee) 

Brassicaceae 

[intro] 

Field Pennycress 

(fruit) 

 
Tradescantia bractiata 

(trad-eh-SKANT-ee-uh) 
Commelinaceae 

[CC7] 

Long-Bracted Spiderwort 

(flower) 

 
Tradescantia ohiensis 

(trad-eh-SKANT-ee-uh) 
Commelinaceae 

[CC3] 

Ohio Spiderwort 

(flower) 

https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/grasses/plants/an_foxtail.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Amorpha_fruticosa_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Apocynum_cannabinum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Capsella_bursa-pastoris_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Carduus_nutans_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Coreopsis_lanceolata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Cornus_drummondii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Descurainia_pinnata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Ellisia_nyctelea_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Erigeron_annuus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Erigeron_philadelphicus_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Geranium_carolinianum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Lepidium_virginicum_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Lonicera_maackii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Melilotus_officinalis_page.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=d439
http://www.missouriplants.com/Oenothera_laciniata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Oxalis_dillenii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Packera_glabella_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Plantago_virginica_page.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populus_deltoides
http://www.missouriplants.com/Rorippa_palustris_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Rubus_flagellaris_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Rumex_altissimus_page.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salix_nigra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salix_nigra
http://www.missouriplants.com/Silene_antirrhina_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Thlaspi_arvense_page.html
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/long-bracted-spiderwort
http://www.missouriplants.com/Tradescantia_ohiensis_page.html


 
Tragopogon dubius  () 

(tray-go-PO-gonn) 
Asteraceae (Cichorieae tribe) 

[intro] 

Yellow Salsify (SAL-sih-fee) 

(flower) 

 
Trifolium campestre 

(try-FOH-lee-um) 

Fabaceae 

[intro] 

Field Clover 

(flower) 

 
Triodanis perfoliata  () 

(try-o-DAY-niss) 
Campanulaceae 

[CC2] 

Clasping Venus’s Looking-Glass 

(flower) 

 
Valerianella radiata 

(vuh-layr-ee-n-ELL-uh) 

Caprifoliaceae 

[CC0] 

Beaked Cornsalad 

(flower) 

 
Vitis riparia 

(VY-tis) 

Vitaceae 

[CC4] 

Riverbank Grape 

(developing fruit) 
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https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/weeds/plants/wst_goatbeard.htm
http://www.missouriplants.com/Trifolium_campestre_page.html
https://www.missouriplants.com/Triodanis_perfoliata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Valerianella_radiata_page.html
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/vitis/riparia/

