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CLIFF CAVE - FLOWERS WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE 

Week 9 (5th Week of May) 

 
 

 

 

BOTANICAL NAME  

(with genus pronunciation) 

FAMILY 

[CC] = Coefficient of Conservatism 

COMMON NAME 

(with stage of flower) 

 
Actaea pachypoda 

(ak-TEE-uh) 
Ranunculaceae 

[CC8] 

Doll’s Eyes 

(developing fruit) 

 
Amorpha fruticosa 

(a-MOR-fuh) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[CC6] 

False Indigo Bush 

(flower) 

 
Apocynum cannabinum 

(uh-POSS-i-num) 

Apocynaceae 

[CC3] 

Dogbane 

(flower) 

 
Arenaria serpyllifolia 

(ar-eh-NAYR-ee-uh) 
Caryophyllaceae 

[intro] 

Thyme-Leaf Sandwort 

(flower) 

 
Asclepias syriaca 

(uh-SKLEE-pee-us) 

Apocynaceae 

[CC0] 

Common Milkweed 

(flower) 

 
Baptisia alba 

(bap-TIZZ-ee-uh) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[CC6] 

White Wild Indigo 

(flower) 

 
Baptisia australis 

(bap-TIZZ-ee-uh) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[CC8] 

Blue Wild Indigo 

(fruit) 

 
Blephilia ciliata 

(bleh-FILL-ee-uh) 

Lamiaceae 

[CC6] 

Downy Pagoda Plant 

(flower) 

 
Bromus japonicus 

(BRO-mus) 

Poaceae 

[intro] 

Japanese Brome 

(flower) 

 
Cerastium fontanum 

(sr-ASS-tee-um) 
Caryophyllaceae 

[intro] 

Common Mouse-Eared Chickweed 

(flower) 

 
Conium maculatum 

(KOH-nee-um) 

Apiaceae 

[intro] 

Poison Hemlock 

(flower) 

 
Coreopsis lanceolata 

(kor-ee-OPP-sis) 

Asteraceae (Coreopsideae tribe) 

[CC5] 

Lanceleaf Coreopsis 

(flower) 

 
Cornus drummondii 

(KOR-nuss) 

Cornaceae 

[CC2] 

Roughleaf Dogwood 

(flower) 

 
Dactylis glomerata 

(DACK-till-iss) 

Poaceae 

[intro] 

Orchardgrass 

(flower) 

 
Echinacea pallida 

(ek-n-AY-shee-uh) 
Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC7] 

Pale Purple Coneflower 

(flower) 

 
Erigeron annuus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 

Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC1] 

Annual Fleabane 

(flower) 

 
Erigeron philadelphicus 

(er-RIJ-er-on) 

Asteraceae (Astereae tribe) 

[CC3] 

Philadelphia Fleabane 

(flower) 

 
Geranium carolinianum 

(jr-RAY-nee-um) 

Geraniaceae 

[CC0] 

Carolina Geranium 

(fruit) 

 
Itea virginica 

(eye-TEE-uh) 

Iteaceae 

[CC10] 

Virginia Sweetspire [planted] 

(flower) 

 
Lathyrus hirsutus 

(LATH-r-us) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Caley Pea 

(flower) 

 
Lepidium virginicum 

(leh-PIDD-ee-um) 

Brassicaceae 

[CC0] 

Virginia Pepperweed 

(flower, fruit) 

 
Lolium arundinacea 

(LOH-lee-um) 

Poaceae 

[intro] 

Tall Fescue 

(flower) 

 
Lonicera japonica 

(lo-NISS-r-uh) 

Caprifoliaceae 

[intro] 

Vine Honeysuckle 

(flower) 

 
Medicago lupulina 

(med-ih-KAY-go) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Black Medick 

(flower) 

 
Melilotus officinalis 

(mell-ih-LOH-tus) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Yellow Sweet Clover 

(flower) 

 
Nepeta cataria 

(NEPP-eh-tuh) 

Lamiaceae 

[intro] 

Catnip (planted) 

(flower) 

 
Oenothera macrocarpa 

(ee-no-THEER-uh) 

Onagraceae 

[CC7] 

Missouri Evening Primrose 

(flower) 

 
Oxalis dillenii 

(oks-AL-iss) 

Oxalidaceae 

[CC0] 

Yellow Woodsorrel 

(flower) 

 
Packera glabella 

(PACK-r-uh) 

Asteraceae (Senecioneae tribe) 

[CC1] 

Butterweed 

(flower) 
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 
Parthenium integrifolium 

(par-THEEN-ee-um) 

Asteraceae (Heliantheae tribe) 

[CC6] 

Wild Quinine 

(flower) 

 
Penstemon digitalis 

(PENN-steh-mun) 

Plantaginaceae 

[CC3] 

Foxglove Beardtongue 

(flower) 

 
Polytaenia nuttallii 

(po-li-TEE-nee-uh) 

Apiaceae 

[CC8] 

Prairie Parsley 

(flower) 

 
Rumex crispus 

(ROO-mex) 

Polygonaceae 

[intro] 

Curly Dock 

(fruit) 

 
Salix interior 

(SAY-licks) 

Salicaceae 

[CC3] 

Sandbar Willow 

(flower) 

 
Salvia nemorosa 

(SAL-vee-uh) 

Lamiaceae 

[intro] 

Blue Sage [planted] 

(flower) 

 
Sanicula odorata 

(suh-NICK-yoo-luh) 

Apiaceae 

[CC2] 

Clustered Blacksnakeroot 

(spent flower) 

 
Securigera varia 

(seck-er-IJJ-er-uh) 
Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Crown Vetch 

(flower) 

 
Solanum carolinense 

(so-LAY-num) 

Solanaceae 

[CC0] 

Horse Nettle 

(flower) 

 
Thlaspi arvense 

(THLAS-pee) 

Brassicaceae 

[intro] 

Field Pennycress 

(fruit) 

 
Tradescantia ohiensis 

(trad-eh-SKANT-ee-uh) 

Commelinaceae 

[CC3] 

Ohio Spiderwort 

(flower) 

 
Trifolium campestre 

(try-FOH-lee-um) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Field Clover 

(flower) 

 
Tripsacum dactyloides 

(TRIP-seh-kum) 

Poaceae 

[CC5] 

Eastern Gamagrass 

(flower) 

 
Vicia villosa 

(VISS-ee-uh) 

Fabaceae (Faboideae Subfamily) 

[intro] 

Hairy Vetch 

(flower) 

 
Vitis riparia 

(VY-tis) 

Vitaceae 

[CC4] 

Riverbank Grape 

(fruit) 

 
Vitis vulpina 

(VY-tis) 
Vitaceae 

[CC5] 

Frost Grape 

(flower) 

 
Zizia aurea 

(ZIZZ-ee-uh) 

Apiaceae 

[CC5] 

Golden Alexanders 

(flower) 
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 Stem Fruits Stipules Inflorescences Banner 

Medicago lupulina prostrate, 4-angled 

near tip 

turn black when 

ripe 

toothed Smaller (10-30 

flowers) 

not conspicuously 

veined 

Trifolium 

campestre 

not prostrate, 

round stem 

shiny yellow 

seeds 

margins mostly 

entire 

Larger (20-40 

flowers) 

clearly 5-veined 

 

 

Ferns: 

Cystopteris protrusa (Lowland Bladder Fern) 

Equisetum hyemale (Rough Horsetail) 

Phegopteris hexagonoptera (Broad Beech Fern) 
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